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"To perform, teach, and inspire new audiences through the power and beauty of the organ."

Born into a musical Welsh family, Carol Williams could read music before she could read English. She 
began performing public organ recitals at the age of eight and went on to study at the Royal Academy 
of Music in London, where she won every major organ performance prize. She later studied with 
Daniel Roth in Paris, earned an Artist Diploma from Yale University under Thomas Murray, and 
completed her Doctor of Musical Arts degree at the Manhattan School of Music. In recognition of her 
international career, she was elected an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music (ARAM).

In 2001, Dr. Williams was appointed San Diego Civic Organist, becoming the first woman to hold the 
position, while also serving as Artistic Director of the Spreckels International Organ Concert Series, 
North America's largest organ concert series. She now holds the title of San Diego Civic Organist 
Emerita.

In 2026 she was appointed Hull City Hall Organist, succeeding John Scott Whiteley. Based in the 
United Kingdom, she leads and expands Hull City Hall's celebrated Organ Concert Series while 
continuing an active international concert career with regular performances throughout the 
United States and around the world.

Dr. Williams has performed in more than eighteen countries and has appeared with orchestras including 
the BBC Concert Orchestra, the San Diego Symphony, and the Beijing Symphony Orchestra. Career 
highlights include performances for Diana, Princess of Wales, the Virgil Fox Memorial Concert, and 
the tenth anniversary celebration of the Walt Disney Concert Hall Organ.

A prolific recording artist and composer, she has released 23 recordings, published 42 original 
compositions, and appeared in numerous films, documentaries, television productions, and 
international broadcasts. Through concerts, recordings, online education, and digital media, she 
continues to introduce new audiences to the remarkable versatility of the organ.

Away from the concert platform, Carol is a lifelong equestrian and passionate supporter of charitable 
causes. She regularly donates performances benefiting animal rescue organizations, the American Red 
Cross, military veterans, first responders, and firefighters.

Carol lives in East Yorkshire, England, with her husband, Kerry Bell, a film producer, editor, writer, 
and U.S. Navy veteran. Together they create educational and inspirational music projects that celebrate 
the organ while supporting charitable causes.
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